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DRAFT AGENDA 
 

Intersessional Meeting on Southern Hemisphere Humpback Whale Assessment 
Methodology, Seattle 3-6 Feb 2009 

 
 

1. Introductory Items 

1.1. Opening Remarks  

1.2. Election of Chair 

1.3. Appointment of rapporteur 

1.4. Adoption of the agenda 

1.5. Review of documents  

 

2. Data Categories for Assessment Models  

2.1. General 

2.1.1. Allocation of feeding ground catches (Topics to discuss [TD]: Genetic data linking feeding and 
breeding grounds, mixture modeling to identify the proportion of individuals from the various 
breeding stocks in different sectors of the Antarctic feeding grounds, information from 
Discovery marks). 

 

2.2. Breeding Stock C (BSC) 

2.2.1. Existing data categories and progress in data evaluation (TD: agreement that data types explicitly 
included in the baseline assessment remain as agreed in Santiago, error checking of genotype 
error rates for abundance and interchange estimates) 

2.2.2. Additional data (TD: detailing of further data to be used for qualitative justification of 
assessment assumptions and for confirmation of assessment outputs [e.g. CPUE series], and of 
further data [e.g. new photo-id matches, genetic matches] made available since IWC 60. If and 
how would data in this last category can  be incorporated in assessments to be prepared for the 
Madeira SC meeting and what is the deadline for acceptance of the data) 

     
2.3. Breeding Stock B (BSB) 

2.3.1. Existing data categories and progress in data evaluation (TD: agreement whether data types 
explicitly included in the assessment of B1 as presented in Santiago in SC/60/SH41 are the most 
appropriate for further assessments, error checking of genotype error rates for abundance and 
interchange estimates) 

2.3.2. Additional data (TD: detailing of data might be used for assessment of B2, any further data 
which might be suitable for use  for qualitative justification of assessment assumptions and for 
confirmation of assessment outputs, and of further data [e.g. new photo-id matches, genetic 
matches] made available since IWC 60. If and how would data in this last category can be 
incorporated in assessments to be prepared for the Madeira SC meeting and what is the 
deadline for acceptance of the data) 

2.3.3. Information on exchange between BSB and BSC  

 

2.4. Breeding Stocks D, E and F (BSD, BSE, BSF) 
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2.4.1. Information on interchange data among BSD, BSE and BSF (TD: produce a list of existing or 
future data that could be used in the assessment of BSD, BSE and BSF. Under this topic, 
discussion would mainly concern photo-id, telemetry and discovery data [within feeding, within 
breeding and between feeding and breeding grounds] and within breeding ground from 
genetics. The breeding-feeding ground exchange would be covered under  2.1.1 above) 

 

2.5. Data available for sex disaggregation of assessment models (TD: assess what data categories are needed 
and what is available for modeling sexes separately). 

 

3. Assessment Methodology 

3.1. Models for stock/sub-stock mixing in the feeding grounds (TD: Proposed models for mixing of breeding 
stocks in the feeding grounds) 

 

3.2. Disaggregation of population models by sex (TD: development of sex-specific modeling approaches)  

 

3.3. Estimation of exchange rates between sub-stocks of near breeding grounds using capture-recapture 
methods. 

3.3.1. General considerations 

3.3.2. Within BSC 

3.3.3. Within BSB 

3.3.4. Between BSB and BSC or their sub-stocks 

3.3.5. Among BSD, BSE and BSF 

(TD: evaluate within and between stock/sub-stock movement hypotheses, assess the use of parameter 
estimates from MARK as input parameters in the assessment models, incorporation of mark-
recapture data directly into the population assessment models) 

 

3.4. Simulation testing 

3.4.1. Review of results from initial tests of models to estimate exchange rates (TD: examine initial 
results from proposed models that will be brought forward at the meeting) 

3.4.2. Finalization of further simulation tests TD: evaluate results from 3.4.1 above and specify 
additional work to be done for report at the Madeira SC meeting to provide a basis to select 
appropriate models given the various ways exchange rates may be estimated) 

 

3.5. Specification of categories of input data for interchange models for final analyses (TD: specify the data 
needed for additional analyses that will allow for the completion of the assessment of BSC and 
hopefully BSB at the Madeira SC meeting) 

 

4. Other 

 

5. Work Plan and Recommendations 

 
6. Adoption of the Report 


